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^A WASHINGTON, Feb, 21 — Fourteen 

.» years ago Ralph W: McGehee satina . 
- sparsely furnished Saigon apartment. 
:' contemplating: the disintegration of 
rhis.small corner of the American 
. -Dream. He thought.about hanging.a 
- bannerouthis window that said “THE 
C.I.A. LIES” and then shooting him- 
self with the rifle he kept in his bed- 

room. , . 
‘Mr. McGehee, a. janitor's son from. 
the South Side of Chicago who played 

, on three national:championship foot. 
ball teams at Notre Dame in the late: 

, 1940's, joined the Central Intelligence . 

, Agency in 1952 to fight Communism, - 

j Like dozens in his generation of C.I.A. ` 

- Iecruits, he served loyally and’ ea- ` 
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Ralph W. McGehee ` 
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» gerly in the front lines of the cold war; 

{ Then, while working in Southeast Asia ` 

+ in the 1960’s, he became disillusioned 

, and convinced that the agency wasin- ‘| mersed ‘himself 

* tentionally distorting intelligence iñ- America's. inyolv 
formation to mask the extent of sup-- searching for some 
port for Communist forces in the re- pow. he and the Ga 
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| the history. ot 
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understanding ‘of Y ! 
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. _ 244. once devoted-to lost:their bearings in 

| Jt was an agonizing personal and: Southeast ‘Asia. He. ccumulated a d. ] AR | $35 

professional awakening that changed small library of bodks’about:the war, 

j his life. Mr. McGehee; likesomeother —-became'a:denizen of the Library.of - 

American officials who were directly Congress and, contrary to. all *his 





; touched by the Vietnam War, became training in the C.L.A., started tüseek . 

, & kind-of permanent prisoner ofthe — ' out journalists to convey his account ^: 7 
; conflict. He is part of a.small but dis- —offailuresbytheagency in Vietnam. 

4 tinctive fraternity of former officials ‘Eventually; part of this keckoning ` a 


j and journalists in Washington whose ^ took the ‘form ‘of a ‘book. Entitl 
+ livese'still revolve around Vietnam. #Deadly Deceits, My 25 Years in th 
For the last-10 years he has.poured. C1.A.,”” it was published earlier 

¥ most of his intellectual and UD month ih New York by Sherida 
; energy into coming to terms with the. are Publications. .  . “ad 
t warand his roleinit. | . , Square pu xd 

qd His friends call the effort an obses- 
&| sion,cand Mr. McGehee, doesn't:dis-  . 

agree, To the exclusion. of.-almost 4 

, A Everything else Ín his life, heyas ini- F 
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The ! book is is likely to add ^ The doubts, once planted, teste 
debate over: whana a NeW fire to and. Mrt MeGeheesbeca 
i öctored ie ae te Goyem- - o ented’ man during his: 
Rad the:Vietnang- yee’. forni —— “nama that “began in Is 
EBTéd of pro-Commi: hese E the agency ^to'en 
SS UPPOrt'officia] forecasts 1H — i b ce estimating en 
€ War Was'bej Won AS : le levé loped “ii in: Thailand dis 
Pos g $ ro els > i “wi 
Bec ae adcast” slast o ALIM ANI LL I AL sre waking. moment i I toug ght an | 
includi: a Can oft TOS |}, internal’ battle;ofrdoubts: 
more E genera udine: ECCO: Cort; |; dictions,'* he recalls init the book: a 
f-moteland conspired t “alter st est =- mo]; eouldn't'sleép, my head ached all the; 
: f ade co PaE 9. s: ae aa Y ENDE TONS i PSS u g 
, — ——n IN : fS3timátes; Be sn Etherstrength of "Hime; | the tension was terrible; z 
| forces: Me amese: “and ^ Vietcong «d Words of Coach R ecalled. $ ,: _ 
E menty denied Ai orela d, who Yehe 0.0 0. 1. Ln - :Mr. McGehee ee was eventually =f 
l for ibe] dena He; harge, sued'Cps : ferred back 'to tene dus he: 
| «daimages The Gace Po, 9120 million in “Says he Was assigned ta. series pf. L- 
Boo sun c casels Still in litigation: M meme oi, dead-end jobs and S Id à promotion. § 
ME ds “A Fog of Angry lsbellep»; ^ ^^ — 5He; He\lost ‘his “friends: Once “my views: 
pr * . TE, Kes a ay dipsa hg eee i 
" n S TOL MISMcGe tlie issus. E 
4 Manly Personal, 
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eeitlié issus js dH became : known; Twasisolated, shere.: 
\tele y 4 TSon ibased:o mn H YA TS 
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————— .called'in a recent. Poser vati on at: rhs 

-]' ?Tháila, elligencevottiont E 4 | efit of ie Ni boy? 
| ‘he shana: Vietnam: Sect iy ooo Little o » Noritian Rockwell f boyin 
‘fe charges that the CTA Si R Yor, VON RS ; Iemains:in:thezfnàn. ane who. retired: in ing 
yestimates he red-sh Supprés ressed SEES * 1977. He still: Tecalls-with a: 5Smile:the ^ 
d pro'Comra nist iiS Wid Ai e a E Words ‘of his ‘coach, sat Notre-Dame, X; 

of Thailand’ Rigi tinens K] 0o, Frank Leahy: -You:háave to Pay;the-. 
em he first ^ Subinittéd. "his denis. foto — Aprice;büt if you do’: ‘you can only Win? a e 
Ut Thailand di Mei S report., ? ;"But as he sits in his'báse asement offices". 
peri ors E ra ised hic: McGehee's Saidy ; berleàth a picture'of the'1949:1 pedonal i 

wén n it bacs meth [ A MSN =s E i éhatüpionship" team, Ralph’ McGeh 
iis ste Ase mejean, - " admits that! he. Jost both: his: crusade Ja 
pur" and;his innocence. « I guess’ I justify; -— — 
^. ONicials in Di ————X————— CEIYSEIÉby thinking thatT, fought dor j 
A intenc : What I thought was tight! hë said**' i 
as 'abru; Dy i didnt quit. tried to get the CAS to}.4 
:  transterred e MÀ —— |: tell tie truth lalso hadto put my chil: | 
wien. comm dren through colleg E Pa n 

| piivinesin a rý | * -After spending the better part oft tie 

R $ Iecalls'in.4 M NSS dive years researching arid writs: H 

Tt: PERCY Tet mp fing. the. book, and:’a arguing with the: $ 


i CATabóut;what. he could print, Mr: : 


+ li McGehee seems relieved thathisdays.5 — 
a i asan author have ‘ended A T'd sit over v 
the | typewriter’ for ‘weeks before» "E 











| | Could write ari uice | pv 
a Siero re ae ten i tasa theraputic experience. signer 0 
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BACKED ON APPEA 
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‘Ruling Made on Article Highly }}- 
« ‘Critical 6f Agency Activity 
"n ——ÓÁÁÓ (€ —Ó— ilb: 
€ — BySTUARTTAYLOR Jr. 
: Spectal to The New York Times TE € 
i ' WASHINGTON, Oct. 4 —.A Federal 


appeals court today upheld the Central 
FIntelligénce Agency's ‘censorship. of 
i sections of à highly crjtical article bya 
»former agent about.alleged C.I.A: ac- 


- y 


‘tivities iniLatin America and Indone-: 
+ yt a mo 8g 1 LEER 2 : 
asia. = 


f The threé-judge pariel- ruled unani- 
è mously that ‘the C.I.A. classification 
„and censorship scheme protects criti- 

-tcal-national.- interests." -. It..said the. 


— - -f agency could 


! js 

" «tain CLA. files from search and rët 
|] View under the Freedom of Informa. 
| @ tion Act, including files that involye! 
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Covert action, counterintelligence and. ~ 
high-technology spying devices. ( 


The bill represents an unusual com. 

_ Promise between the agency; which? 
origially: Sought ; complete exemption 
from the act, and such Opponents of 
Government secrecy-as the American 

| Civil Liberties Union. The agency's: 
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^ documents outside the .Specified esi ` 
—, = : j 
j pema MM : a ——— 
Í eiaptions would remain subject to th 






1 
| 4 ,Freedom of Information Act. 
_4|., the: decision’ by the, United. State 
*| Court of Appeals for the District'of Co: 
„| Jumbia built upora ruling ane Sus}, 
;| preme Court 111980 in a case Involving 
another former C.I.A. agent, Frank W, 
Snepp 3d. The Supreme Court ruled the} 
require its agents to] ° 





'S action was constitutional as 
.to;the article. by -Ralph W. 
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Agree to lifetime prepublicationreview| — __ 

of thelr writings and that It could sue a 

‘| former agent for. publishing without 
submittingtosuchrevlew. — © [> 





ee, the former-agent..A -cen- 
version was published in The Na- 
liberal weekly of political com- 
ry, in April 1981, « 
judge, however, expressed con- 
tcerný that ;Reagan. -Administration 
„policy and current law. did not give 
enough weight to *'the public's right to 
4 know'.about possible abuses by the ins 
j telligenceagency. «© . | 
i | tn another development today, the |: 

> „Senate Intelligence Committee, unani- 
| 2^ mously approved a bill to exempt.cer- 
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i v^ sevidwrmerappenls court said the clas 


| ; ] i cases ‘‘should defer to C.I.A. f sment 





“In upholding the agency's censorship |: 
| Of material it classified “secret” in the |: 
asticle Mr. McGehee had submitted fon, a 












|[sitication system's definition’ of **se«] 
- ]cret?' information satisfied the First F 
x| Amendment. It sald that judges in such ¢ 


as to the harmful results of publica. ` 
[tion," ibut sHould satisfy themselves 
` |'thatthe C.I.A. in fact had good reason 7 
>to classify, and therefore censor, the }* 
«materials at issue.” : l , 
The. decision .may bolster the legal . a 
nderpinning of the Reagan Adminis. |. 
| ‘tration .policy requiring all Governs% , 
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~ -— Ment officials with access to highdevely |: .- -— 


Classified information to sign: agree-/ 
ments, binding ‘for the.rest of thei 
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"lives, to clear anything they write for 
publication in advance with the Gov- 
‘ernment. The Reagan policy, adopted 
earller this year, was not directly at 
issue in the case. 


Reagan Policy Mentioned 


| Judge Patricia M. Wald, the author 
of the court’s 25-page opinion, added a 
brief separate statement expressing 
‘concern that Reagan Administration 
policy and “current constraints on our, 
-authority” do not “‘take account of any 
separate public right to know critical 
albeit classified facts about the activi- 
1 ties of our Intelligence agencies.” 
<, She suggested it was unfortunate 
{that President Reagan had revoked a 
“| provision in an executive order by for- 
1 mM President Carter that called for 
I eclassification of information when. 
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the public interest in disclosure out- 
weighed damage to national security. 
Mr. McGehee, unlike Mr. Snepp, 
complied with his pd agreement 
by submitting his article for pre-publi- 
cation review. The article said the in- 
telligence agency had used forgery and 
deceit to discredit popular revolts in El 
Salvador, Indonesia and Chile as Com- 
munist plots. 
Four days later the C.I.A. notified. 
Mr. McGehee that sections could not be 
e because they contained in-. 
ormation classified as '*secret," de- 
fined to mean that disclosure. could 


| “cause serious damage to the national 


security." 


The appeals court said today that the 
censored portions included “‘identifica- 
tion of countries where the C.I.A. had 
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established bases" and details of 
agency operations in Indonesia. 


Aftér publishing the censored ver-;* 
sion of his article, Mr. McGehee sued 
the Director of Central Intelligence,.« 
William J. Casey, arguing that the 
agency's classification and censorship 
method violated his First Amendment 
right to freedom of speech and that the" 
definition of-secret was too broad and 
too vague. o 


‘The appeals court rejected these con- 
tentions in its opinion. It said there was. 
"a serious risk that intelligence" 
Sources and methods would be compro- | 
mised by disclosures proposed by.. 
McGehee" and that such disclosures 
could cause "significant strategic and’J 
diplomatic setbacks.” 
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